THE    GREAT    WAR

1918 there was a legal action in progress against the
Women's League arising from their patriotic
zeal; it was only dropped with the conclusion of
the war.

Up till now we have been speaking about women
and girls. Both terms imply a certain phase of
maturity. But the Polish national cause was also
served by female children. The Polish Girl Scouts
carried not only important messages, but also
revolvers and ammunition. They, at least, were
not suspected by the Russians, and they were
therefore of immense use to the Legion.

However, despite the incalculable importance
and vital character of all these activities, the
majority of the Polish women wanted to serve In
the field, to fight like their men. Indeed, some of
them succeeded in lying themselves into the Army
and reaching the actual firing line. One young
amazon, Sophie Plevinska, joined the infantry, for
some months underwent all the hardships of cam-
paign, then had to go to hospital. But in 1920, in
the Polish-Bolshevik war, she was again at her
post, with a new rifle in her hand, which she did
not lay down until the end of the campaign.
Another woman, Ludmilla Modzelewska, had the
gratification, during the Great War, of seeing her
own husband perform heroic feats in face of the
enemy, while she herself, together with other
women, was acting as stretcher bearer and gather-
ing up the wounded in a hail of bullets. Wanda
Gortz served for several months at the front as a
gunner, performing all the heavy tasks which
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